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Sunday 19 January 2014
Beginning the journey
Year A - Epiphany 2 - 10A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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TAKE A DAY OFF




An early poster advocating taking a holiday on the anniversary of King’s assassination
	Isaiah 49.1-7 The Lord has chosen his servant to be a light for the nations. “You must take my saving power to everyone on earth." 

Psalm 40.1-11 David prays for help to the God who lifts him from despair and sets his feet on solid ground. 

1 Corinthians 1.1-9 Paul greets the Corinthians believers with the grace and peace of God. He thanks God for them and assures them that they have every needed spiritual gift to endure until the end. 
John 1.29-42 John the baptiser calls Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Two of John’s followers, become the first disciples of Jesus. Andrew, who was one of them, went and got his brother Simon and brought him to Jesus too.
Martin Luther King Day - 20 January 2014

In the US the third Monday in January is a day of commemoration for the life of slain civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr (1929-1968) and is observed as a public holiday. The idea of such a day to commemorate King was initially proposed four days after his assassination in 1968. Year after year the proposal was rejected by congress. The campaign to have the day recognised was popularised by Steve Wonder releasing a single in 1980 “Happy Birthday” that celebrated King’s birthday (15 January). 
Eventually Ronald Regan signed a bill creating a federal holiday, which was first observed in 1986. In the American south, it was not uncommon to label King a communist and opposition to any attempt to honour him died hard. South Carolina was the last state to officially observe the holiday in 2001.
Martin Luther King Day is also observed in the Japanese city of Hiroshima.

Inspired by Martin Luther King, Irish band U2 recorded MLK (watch on YouTube, read the lyrics ), a lullaby dedicated to King’s non-violent ideals and Pride - In the name of love (watch on YouTube, read the lyrics).


	Introduction / Summary
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	Lamb of God
To those not schooled in the religion of the Jews this seems a strange title to use to introduce Jesus. Theirs was a sacrificial religion and lambs were sacrificed daily in the temple for the sins of the people. In addition, Isaiah spoke of God’s servant, who would be “like a lamb being led to the butcher” (Isaiah 53.7). With this background, the symbolism of one who was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1.29) would have been clear to John’s readers. 

In the archived Refresh section of the website you will also find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A - Epiphany 2 - 10A (16 January 2011). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.
I am taking some annual leave over January and I am grateful to David Poultney who will be preparing “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” next Sunday 26 January.

Andrew Gamman


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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The Grampian Ranges
by Halls Gap

* We assume John is writing about himself in this passage because of the detail that he recalls. Who else would remember that it was “about four o’clock in the afternoon”?

	It was 1989 and I had enrolled in a semester of study in Melbourne, Australia. Monday to Friday I was involved in my course work as well as some part time employment to help with study and living expenses. The weekends I had free and I was on the lookout for somewhere to go. So it was that weekends were spent exploring much of rural Victoria. I started by looking around some of the coastal settlements near to Melbourne, including Torquay, Anglesea and the famous surfing spot at Bells Beach. As time went on I ventured to more inland places. One of the most memorable trips from that time in Victoria was a weekend staying at Halls Gap in the Grampian Ranges. The scenery was spectacular, the birds so numerous that they flew in clouds and their song was of remarkable volume. And, as if that wasn’t impressive enough, when I checked in to my room there was a koala bear in a tree, almost within reach through the window, and kangaroos bounced their way between the units. 
On my return to New Zealand I was full of stories of my time in Victoria, and I particularly told people all about Halls Gap. I wanted to share my experience with others. Of course, telling them was not the same as being there. So I was overjoyed a couple of years later to be able to return to Halls Gap for a holiday and take my family along with me so that they could also share in the experience.
In our reading from the gospel today we find Andrew and John* setting off to follow Jesus. They had both been disciples of John the Baptiser, who had seen his role as one of announcing the coming of the Messiah and preparing the way for him. When Jesus arrived on the scene the Baptiser announced, “He is the one I told you about”. The two eager seekers set off and followed behind Jesus. He turned to engage with them asking, “What do you want?” When they responded by addressing him as their teacher and asked in turn, “Where are you staying?” he extended an invitation to them to “Come and see!”
By accepting that invitation and spending the rest of the day with Jesus, Andrew and John began their journey as life-long disciples of Jesus. Sitting at Jesus’ feet they thrilled at his words. They had found in Jesus the promised, long awaited King sent from God. It was, for them both, a life-changing experience. It was an experience that they wanted to share with others. Of course, they told other people about Jesus - they could hardly keep quiet about their new discovery. But being told about Jesus wouldn’t be the same as experiencing him yourself. Straight away, what Andrew decided to do was to bring his brother Simon along with him so that they could share the experience of Jesus together.
The very next day Andrew introduced his brother to Jesus. In fact, Andrew was always sharing his experience of Jesus. The only actions that the gospel records of Andrew are when he is introducing people to Jesus! In the well-known story of five loaves and two fish it is Andrew who brings the little boy with his lunch to Jesus (John 6.8-9) and later he introduced some Greek seekers to Jesus (John 12.20-22). 
When Jesus saw Simon he gave him a new name. He told him that he would now be known as Peter. Peter means “rock”. Jesus was looking ahead and telling Peter that he would be the solid and dependable one – a foundation stone of the church. But a lot would happen for Peter before he was able to fill this kind of role. At this stage “Sandy” may have been a better name. Nevertheless, Jesus could see in him a potential of leadership, daring and boldness beyond Peter’s wildest dreams.
At the beginning of 2014 there are some important applications of this part of the gospel story for ourselves and for our church. First of all it is an encouragement for us to…

Seek Jesus

Why was Andrew so effective at introducing people to Jesus? 
It is the same reason why I was so effective at persuading others to go to Halls Gap. I had an experience that excited me and I wanted to share it. The most effective people at introducing others to Jesus are not those with the most knowledge, but those with a fresh experience to share. They are not trying to win any theological points. They just spontaneously talk about their experience of Christ. When you get several people in a fellowship with a fresh experience of Christ it is like a breath of fresh air. They arouse the interest of their friends, family and acquaintances. 
Are you a seeker? Have you had a personal encounter with Christ? Why not set out like Andrew and John to follow him? Begin the journey.

Maybe you feel more like you are someone who has identified with Christ and his followers for many years… but your experience of him is hardly fresh. It’s more historical. Then, at the beginning of this year, it is the time for a new encounter. Set out again, like Andrew and John, to follow him. Begin the journey again and, like them, you’ll find that he’ll turn and meet you. “Seek and you will find” (Matthew 7.7) is his promise. 

Invite a friend

“The first thing Andrew did was find his brother and tell him” (John 1.41). It is the Andrews of this world who grow the church. He couldn’t help himself. He wanted to invite others to come along to experience what he had found in Christ. 
Of course, brother Simon must have been keen to seek Christ too, otherwise he wouldn’t have come. 
The key to inviting others is to respect the feelings of those with whom we share. Very few people enjoy telemarketers pedalling insurance, door knockers selling pen sets or Bible bashers pushing their brand of religion. If we begin to share about God’s leading in our lives and our hearers seem uninterested or threatened, just stop. It is God’s work opening the hearts of people and, if it’s not his time, back off.
On the other hand, our friends are interested in what’s going on in our lives. And when we are talking about our own experiences, rather than what we think someone else “should” do, it’s hard for anyone to disagree. Sometimes the most helpful thing we can do is to talk of our own experience of Christ.
Find new potential

Look what happened to Simon when his brother Andrew brought him to Jesus. When Jesus saw him he renamed him Peter – the Rock. In the gospel accounts Simon (now Peter) becomes part of the inner circle of disciples. Whenever Jesus is confiding in just a few of his closest friends, Peter is among them. Andrew actually slips into the background, although he doesn’t seem to mind.

In his wildest dreams Peter, the Galilean fisherman, never thought he’d be preaching to thousands at the founding of the church on the Day of Pentecost. And what amazing adventures he had. 
What are you expecting of 2014? More of the same? Christ sees in us unrealised potential. He believes in us. He enables us to serve him and those around us in ways beyond our imagining. 

It’s time to begin the journey with him.



	Illustrations / Stories
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English poet Francis Thompson 1859-1907

	The book Becoming a Contagious Christian contains the following letter written by a new Christian to a person who had greatly influenced her.

You know when we met; I began to discover a new vulnerability, a warmth, and a lack of pretence that impressed me. I saw in you a thriving spirit - no signs of internal stagnation anywhere. I could tell you were a growing person and I liked that. I saw you had strong self-esteem, not based on the fluff of self-help books, but on something a whole lot deeper. I saw that you lived by convictions and priorities and not just by convenience, selfish pleasure, and financial gain. And I had never met anyone like that before. 

I felt a depth of love and concern as you listened to me and didn’t judge me. You tried to understand me, you sympathized and you celebrated with me, you demonstrated kindness and generosity - and not just to me, but to other people, as well. 

And you stood for something. You were willing to go against the grain of society and follow what you believed to be true, no matter what people said, and no matter how much it cost you. And for those reasons and a whole host of others, I found myself really wanting what you had. Now that I’ve become a Christian, I wanted to write to tell you I’m grateful beyond words for how you lived out your Christian life in front of me.

Bill Hybels & Mark Mittelberg, Becoming a Contagious Christian (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1994) p56

The Hound of Heaven

I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;


  I fled Him, down the arches of the years;


I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways


    Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears


I hid from Him, and under running laughter.


      Up vistaed hopes I sped;


      And shot, precipitated,


Adown Titanic glooms of chasmèd fears,


  From those strong Feet that followed, followed after.


      But with unhurrying chase,

      And unperturbèd pace,


Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,


      They beat—and a Voice beat


      More instant than the Feet—


‘All things betray thee, who betrayest Me.
First stanza of Francis Thompson’s The Hound of Heaven


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	A few of the music tracks that spring to mind about the Christian journey:
· This train is bound for glory – a traditional American gospel song which first became popular in the 1920s
· U2’s Walk on. Darlene Zschech turns her interesting cover of this song into a Hillsong worship session
· Jesus on my Journey – Christian rock from YouTube for the youth group


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Trip preparation

It is the time of year when many are still on holiday. Ask the holiday-makers what preparations they make before they go on a journey. What are their must-pack items? 

To set the scene for today’s theme you could make a display at the front, or at the entrance, of the church… or prepare a short PowerPoint presentation with some of the following items:

· Suitcase

· Sat-Nav or maps
· Toothbrush
· Tent

· Bathing suit 

· Credit card / cash

Or, if you are thinking of an overseas trip:

· Passports
· Tickets
· Universal electric converter power plug

· Foreign language phrase book


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC = Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

WOV = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
Christ let us come with you AA 17

Christ whose glory fills the skies MHB 924; WOV 140; H&P 457; CMP 79

Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77
Faith has set us on a journey FFS 14

First set your minds on the kingdom WOV 635; H&P 138; SIS 96; CMP 590; 

     S1 447

God who sets us on a journey FFS 32

Guide me O thou great Jehovah MHB 615; WOV 478; H&P 437; CMP 201; 

     S2 708

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

Hark! A herald voice is calling WOV 192

Hark the glad sound MHB 82; WOV 197; H&P 82; CMP 210

He came singing love  AA  59

Here I am SIS 523; CMP 229; S1 161

Here is the place AA 60

I have decided CMP 272
I worship you, O Lamb of God S1 272

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141

Jesus, Lamb of God CMP 371

Jesus, take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Lamb of God S1 310

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  MHB 611; WOV 492; H&P 68; CMP 400; 

     S1 311    
Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Make me a captive Lord MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714

O for a closer walk MHB 461; WOV 488; CMP 494
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; S1 391; H&P 704

Take my gifts AA 127

There is a redeemer SIS 644; CMP 673; S1 492

This is my desire S1 515
Thou whose almighty word MHB 803; WOV 61; H&P 29; CMP 699

You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278; CMP 784; S2 1074


	Prayers

	Collect

Almighty God, 

by whose grace alone we are accepted 

and called to your service 

strengthen us by your Spirit, 

and make us worthy of our calling, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

Psalm 40

I patiently waited, Lord, for you to hear my prayer. 

You listened and pulled me from a lonely pit 
   full of mud and mire. 

You let me stand on a rock with my feet firm, 

   and you gave me a new song, a song of praise to you. 

Many will see this, and they will honour and trust 

   you, the Lord God. 

You bless all of those who trust you, Lord, 

   and refuse to worship idols or follow false gods. 

You, Lord God, have done many wonderful things, 

   and you have planned marvellous things for us. 

No one is like you! 

   I would never be able to tell all you have done. 
Sacrifices and offerings are not what please you; 

   gifts and payment for sin are not what you demand. 

   But you made me willing to listen and obey. 
And so, I said, "I am here to do what is written 

   about me in the book, where it says, 

    'I enjoy pleasing you. Your Law is in my heart.' " 

When your people worshiped, you know I told them, 

   "Our Lord always helps!" 
When all your people met, I did not keep silent. 

   I said, "Our Lord is kind. 

   He is faithful and caring, and he saves us." 

You, Lord, never fail to have pity on me; 

   your love and faithfulness always keep me secure.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

We will journey

Lord we thank you that you’ve called us

We will journey with you Lord
You said, “Come and follow me.”

We will journey with you Lord
We will follow you to lead us

We will journey with you Lord
You are our trustworthy Guide

We will journey with you Lord
You hold our future in your hands

We will journey with you Lord
You are the living God
Benediction

You're off the Great Places!

Today is your day!

Your mountain is waiting.

So... get on your way!
© From Dr Seuss O the places you’ll go (New York: Random House children’s books, 1960)



	Communal 

Sharing


	What are they saying about us?
Ask for some feedback from your congregation about how you think your church is perceived in the wider community. Have you heard positive or negative things said about your church or denomination? Are there ways we can maximize the positives and minimize the negatives? 

An idea that I got from a recent Christianity Today article is to type your denominational name in the part-question below. Put it into Google and to see the first word that the search engine provides to complete the sentence.

The question is, “Why are … so”
As of 18 December 2013 (when I’m writing this) the results are…

     Why are Christians so closed minded

     Why are Methodists so liberal
     Why are Baptists so strict
     Why are Pentecostals so judgemental
     Why are Anglicans so liberal
     Why are Catholics so strict
     Why are Lutherans so Catholic
     Why are Presbyterians so… (doesn’t score anything. Sorry Presbyterians, I 

                                                    don’t know if that’s good or bad)

The best result goes to our brothers and sisters in the Society of Friends with…

     Why are Quakers so nice


	Children
Ctrl+Click to follow links
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	Names
Do you know anyone with a funny name?

When I was at school I had a boy in my class called Miles Low – we used to call him “Inches High”. 
There was a man in Auckland called Buck Pound who gave seminars on how to handle money. 

Sometimes a really tall person gets the nickname “Shorty”

… and I heard of a Mr and Mrs Ridge who called their unfortunate daughter Sue. The problem for Sue is when you say her name it sounds like you are saying “sewerage”!
Some names are a bit funny. Sometimes, it’s because the name seems to suit the person it belongs to, and sometimes it is because the name doesn’t suit at all.  
In our Bible reading today (John 1.42) Jesus meets Simon and tells him that he is going to call him Peter, which means “rock”. 

Do you know anyone called Peter? 
Peter, or Rock, is a good name. It indicates someone who is strong and dependable. The trouble was Peter wasn’t very dependable. When Jesus got arrested, instead of being a support to Jesus, Peter lied and said that he didn’t even know who Jesus was. 
But Jesus knew Peter even better than Peter knew himself. He could see the potential in Peter. Peter went on to be the key leader of the church at Jerusalem and was a very dependable person. 

God sees, in you and me, the potential to do good things - and he helps us to become better people.

Prayer

Lord Jesus,

help us to be the people you want us to be

and help us this year to do the things you want us to do.

Amen.

More lectionary based resources for children are available from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word. 



	PowerPoint
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	Google images for “beginning a journey” for some good background images
Journey start
The Brick Testament

Today’s gospel reading in 14 slides 

Cartoons from reverendfun

Meta-seeker
Seek Jesus
In Christian art 

The calling of St John and St Andrew – James Tissot 1836-1902
St John showing Christ to St Andrew Ottavio Vannini 1585-1643
The Vocation of St Andrew and St Peter Ottavio Vannini 1585-1643
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
7

