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Sunday 23 February 2014
Someone to love
Year A - Epiphany 7- 15A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Leviticus 19.1-2, 9-18 The Lord gives Moses a list of moral laws for Israel, which include care for the poor and disadvantaged, and a prohibition on stealing, cheating and revenge. “I am the Lord, and I command you to love others as much as you love yourself.” 
Psalm 119.33-40 The Psalmist asks the Lord to give him understanding of the Law and a desire to obey it. 
I Corinthians 3.10-11, 16-23 Paul likens the followers of Jesus to a temple indwelt by the Spirit. You belong to Christ - factions have no place.  Our shared faith in Christ takes precedence over the labels which separate us.
Matthew 5.38-48 Jesus raises the bar for our moral behaviour when it comes to revenge and how we treat our enemies. “If you love only those people who love you, will God reward you for that?”  
Coming up

This Sunday brings to an end the season of Epiphany and our short series on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Next Sunday is Transfiguration and during the week that follows we enter the season of Lent. 

Planning for Lent and Easter

Easter is late this year with Easter Sunday on 20 April. This means Lent begins on 5 March. 

“10 Minutes on a Tuesday” in 2014 will follow the readings from the epistles. If you wish to follow the gospel readings you will find resources for Year A in the archived copies of “10 minutes” from 2011. This year I have chosen the theme “what’s the big idea?” and we will use Lent to examine some of the central themes of the Christian faith as outlined below. An advertising template for a church flyer is available from the NZ Methodist website.

What’s the BIG idea?
9 March
Romans 5.12-19
Grace

16 March 
Romans 4.1-5; 13-17
Faith

23 March
Romans 5.1-11
Reconciliation

30 March
Ephesians 5.8-14
Belonging  

6 April

Romans 8.6-11
Christ in us

13 April
Palm Sunday 

Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29

18 April 
Good Friday

20 April 
Easter Day 

Matthew 28.1-10

In addition, my wife and I have recently e-published a book of stations for Lent and Easter. It is full of instant-access, creative resources to engage your congregation at this at this most important season of the Christian year. Contents include:
· Tips for using stations in your worship services

· Part 1. Seven stations that take you through the church season from Shrove Tuesday to Easter Day

· Part 2. Three stations focussed on the testing of Christ

· Part 3. Eighteen stations based on the passion of Christ in John’s gospel with cross references to the other gospels

· Part 4. Seven stations that cover Jesus’ seven sayings from the cross

· Part 5. Stations of the cross: a Good Friday procession.

The cost is $4.95 (NZD) and it is available as a pdf from kererupublishing.com. A special electronic reader is not needed. It is also available from Kindle, Kobo and iTunes stores and Google books.
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David Bosch

1929-1992
South African missiologist and theologian
* The quotations come from John Wesley’s sermon The Scripture Way of Salvation 1765?
	A new Law – Is this for real?

We mentioned last week that, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus has the appearance of standing in the place of Moses as the new law-giver. He says six times, “You have been taught…. but I tell you….” (Mathew 5.21, 27, 31, 33, 38 & 43 - the wording of the formula changes slightly from one reference to the next.)
The high moral standard espoused by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount has caused many Christian interpreters to try to find a way around Jesus’ instructions. David Bosch enumerates some of these:

· Thomas Aquinas believed that these instructions were only for a special category of Christians (particularly the clergy!).

· Lutherans of the 17th century believed that Jesus made impossible demands to expose our inadequacy and sinfulness.

· In the 19th century it was commonly thought that what mattered most was attitude rather than concrete obedience.

· Others have called this teaching an “interim ethic” meant to apply only for a short time until the expected immanent return of the Lord.

Bosch concludes, “there is no getting around the fact that, in Matthew’s view, Jesus actually expected all his followers to live according to these norms.”

See David Bosch, Transforming Mission (Maryknoll, NewYork: Orbis Books,1996) p69
What kind of love is this?
When Jesus talks of loving our enemies, he is obviously talking of a different sort of love than that which normally springs to mind when the word comes up in our regular conversation. This causes us to ask, “What kind of love is this?” 
The Greek language of the New Testament had several words for love which allowed the writers to be more explicit in their meaning than we can be in English. While we cannot make too fine a point in distinguishing between the different words, the most common New Testament word for love, and the one used in today’s passage is “agape” (pronounced ah-gah-pay). Agape was not a word commonly used in the ancient world and it was picked up by the new Christian church because it describes unconditional love. It is the selfless kind of love that asks nothing in return. Charles Wesley calls it “unbounded love”. It is God’s love for us: the love of grace and forgiveness. This is the love that comes from God, that we are to exercise by faith when we love the un-lovely and love our enemies.
Be perfect

The Contemporary English Version of the Bible may be accurate in its paraphrase of Matthew 5.48 which it renders “act like your Father” - but it side-steps the literal Greek which reads, “be perfect”. Those words of Jesus have caused no end of debate. One of the distinct aspects of John Wesley’s teaching was his emphasis on Christian perfection. Wesley sought to further define that what he meant by this was attaining perfection in love, not an absolute perfection or a sinless perfection. His was a faith that had to be lived out. What exactly that means for Christians, and whether or not it can be achieved, was the source of theological debate in his own time and has been ever since.  

Regardless of our view of Christian perfection we do need to hear that it is right to aim for our hearts to be filled with love… and for this love to inspire our actions in such a way that they are free of the motivation of “pride, self-will, anger, unbelief”*.
In this way Christians will grow in grace. They will be seen to be different by what we do rather than by what we say, and people will once again be attracted by the Christian community. 
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Epiphany 7 – 15A (20 February 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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Nelson Mandela 1918-2013

	Freddie Mercury penned the tortured lyrics to Somebody to Love in 1976.  He begins…
Can… anybody find me somebody to love? 

Each morning I get up, I die a little 

Can't barely stand on my feet 

Take a look in the mirror and cry 

Lord what you're doing to me 

I have spent all my years in believing you 

            But I just can't get no relief, Lord!

Before heading into the repeated chorus…
Can… anybody find me somebody to love? 

Despite the fact that he used the word “can’t” when he means “can” (Can't barely stand on my feet and can't get no relief, Lord!) and he borrows heavily from other people’s lyrics, the song became an anthem for the forlorn, and was the major hit off Queen’s fifth album. It still gets frequent radio play to this day. 
All of which I mention because it highlights the conception of love in popular culture. In this context finding somebody to love is all about meeting my needs. That someone is not just anybody. It is someone that I find lovely, who I will love and who will also love me and induce in me the romantic feelings that leave me in a state of euphoria. 
Now there’s nothing wrong with that. And it’s very wonderful experience for those who find it. It is the sort of love that is often celebrated in a wedding ceremony. It’s the romantic love that fills love songs and movies, and it is what we usually think about when the word “love” comes into the conversation. 
But it is also tragically unreliable and frequently fleeting. So, if we are in for the long haul, we had better find a love that is anchored somewhere deeper than in the ebb and flow of our feelings.
All of which brings us to our gospel reading today, in which Jesus is in full flight preaching his Sermon on the Mount. Here he proposes a counter-cultural life-style for those who would be his followers. And this is what he has to say about love…
     You have heard people say, “Love your neighbours and hate your enemies.”  

     But I tell you to love your enemies and pray for anyone who mistreats you. 
     Then you will be acting like your Father in heaven… If you love only those 
     people who love you, will God reward you for that? Even tax collectors love 
     their friends. (Matthew 5.43-45a & 46 CEV)
This sort of love is rather different from the emotional, feel-good type. It is really all about what we do, how we act, rather than how we feel. 
So let’s think for a moment about our actions…

We generally live our lives liking the people who like us and disliking those who dislike us. It’s normal to respond in kind. We say, “Let me buy you a coffee. After all, you bought me one last week” or “We really should invite the Jones family for a meal sometime. They did have us around to their place.” It’s all summed up in the adage, “one good turn deserves another”. 

It works in the reverse too. We think, “Well, we are certainly not going to invite the Fletchers to our daughter’s wedding – they didn’t invite us when their daughter was married” and “No, I will not mow the neighbour’s lawn when they are away. They wouldn’t mow ours.”
Jesus says that the love that comes from God’s reign is not like that at all. “He makes the sun rise on both good and bad people.” (Matthew 5.45). His gracious acts are extended to those who love him as well as those who don’t. Following his example we are to show our love to:

· those who love us
· our friends

· those who do favours for us

· as well as those who do not love us

· those who insult us

· our enemies

But loving your enemies? How could anyone do that? 
By treating them like we would treat our friends. That’s not our natural reaction.

Jesus gives four examples:
· When someone smacks you in the face (it is the insulting backhand slap that Jesus has in mind) turn the other cheek.
· When people sue you, and try to take half of what you’ve got, give them the lot.
· If you find yourself inconveniently forced into lowly service, keep on serving beyond what is being demanded.
· When someone begs from you, give to them. 

Jesus’ words are intended to impel his followers to put a stop to revenge and spiralling hatred. They form the foundation of Christian pacifism. He asks us to love and pray for our enemies.
Who are the enemies that we are likely to be called to love?

Although we may not call them “enemies”, it could be the person considered “the black sheep” of the family, or that awkward chap on Parish Council, or that person at work with the wacky religious ideas or with the extreme political views. We are called to initiate kind actions toward such people. When people mean us harm, we are to overcome evil with good. 
But is there anyone on earth who would really suffer unkindness and humiliation and then act with grace? 

Recently we have had the example of Nelson Mandela who, as a victim of South Africa’s Apartheid regime, spent twenty-seven years of his life in jail on Robben Island. On his release and election as President, instead of threatening revenge he became the champion of peace, reconciliation and racial tolerance. 
And then there is the example of Jesus himself. When they drove nails through his hands and feet and left him to die on a cross outside the city of Jerusalem he prayed, “Father forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing”. (Luke 23.43)

To initiate an act of kindness toward someone who doesn’t like us is so counter-cultural that it makes an impression. But make no mistake, it is very hard to do. And we will need to call on the strength that comes from the Lord. To act in this way will have a greater impact on the world around us than anything we might say. And, according to our reading today, in this we show what God is like (Matthew 5.45).

So can anybody find me somebody to love? 
Well, that’s easy because those somebodies to love are all around us:

· Love those that love you, that’s good. 

· Love your neighbour, that’s good too. 

· Love your enemies and love those who mistreat you… now there’s something that we can really work on!
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	There is a host of secular songs that could be reframed to introduce today’s theme. A few that spring to mind:
Queen’s Somebody to love (1976) is the song that I use to introduce in my sermon outline above. The lyrics echo many earlier songs including With a little help from my friends by The Beatles (1967) and Somebody to love by Jefferson Airplane (1967). 

Maroon 5’s Love Somebody (2013) would work well with the youth group listen and read the lyrics on YouTube …or maybe Somebody to love by Justin Bieber (2010).

Bo Diddley wrote a song called Who do you love (1956) Listen on YouTube  which might go down well with old rockers. It was famously covered by The Doors Listen to their version on their Absolutely Live double album (1970).
A current movie relating to today’s theme is Philomena (2013 – M). Based on a true story, a mother is forced by the church to give up her son because he was born out of wedlock. Later in life she seeks to discover her long-lost son and is able to offer forgiveness in the face of adversity. Starring Judy Dench and Steve Coogan. (I haven’t actually seen this movie but my wife and daughter recommend it!)
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	Love
As a visual cue to today’s theme, you could project a red heart, print it in the newsletter or display it at the front of the church.

Give a couple of examples, and then brainstorm with your congregation and see how many adjectives you can put in front of the word “love” to describe different types of love. Those making suggestions might like to say a few words by way of definition. A few that come to mind:

     Brotherly love, sisterly love, tough love, romantic love, sexual love, platonic 

     love, compassionate love, conditional love, unconditional love, puppy love, 
     maternal love, paternal love, divine love, unbounded love, friendship love, 

     chocolate love.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23

Because you came  HIOS 10 (can be used as prayer, with congregational response given)
Beloved let us love SIS 125

Broken the body  FFS 8
Everything that has voice  HIOS 28
Blessed be your name S3 1152

Brother sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Christ is made the sure foundation WOV 343; H&P 485; CMP 73; S2 654

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Go peaceful in gentleness S4 1810

In Christ alone S3 1311

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379 

        S3 1376

Jesus the very thought of thee MHB 108; WOV 126; H&P 265; CMP 386

Let there be peace on earth (words and music available to purchase from musicnotes) 
Lord be glorified SIS 577; S1 230

Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Love divine MHB 431; WOV 148; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343

Love is your way HIOS 95

Make me a channel of your peace H&P 776; CMP 456; S1 348

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463

O thou who camest MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

The church’s one foundation  MHB 701; WOV 385; H&P 515; CMP 640; S1 477

Wounded world FFS 80


	Prayers
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	Collects 
God of infinite mercy, 

grant that we who know your pity 

may rejoice in your forgiveness 

and gladly forgive others, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Loving our enemies 
Loving God,

Your call is to love our enemies,

and to bless those who curse.

This is very hard to do, God.

When people hurt us, it is much easier to strike back.

Forgive me for any impulsive retaliation,

for when we hate, we let the enemy control us.

Surround me with your mercy,

to live the truth in love, Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Psalm 119.33-40    
God, teach me lessons for living 

      so I can stay the course. 

Give me insight so I can do what you tell me— 

      my whole life one long, obedient response. 
Guide me down the road of your commandments; 

      I love travelling this freeway! 

Give me a bent for your words of wisdom, 

      and not for piling up loot. 

Divert my eyes from toys and trinkets, 

      invigorate me on the pilgrim way. 

Affirm your promises to me— 

      promises made to all who fear you. 
Deflect the harsh words of my critics— 

      but what you say is always so good. 

See how hungry I am for your counsel; 

      preserve my life through your righteous ways! 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
Benediction

Do all the good you can
By all the means you can

In all the ways you can

In all the places you can

At all the times you can

To all the people you can

As long as you ever can

John Wesley


	Communal 

Sharing


	Rather than “taking up” the offering today, get people to come forward and be the offering. The offering containers can be placed at the front of the church for people to make their financial gifts, but explain that in coming forward we are offering ourselves to God. 

“Take your everyday, ordinary life…and place it before God as an offering.” Romans 12.1 (The Message)
Offering prayer
Lord with our gifts today we bring ourselves as an offering.

Take us and use us in the week ahead.

Use our feet to go places for you

Use our hands to serve you

Use our mouths to speak for you

that your reign may come on earth

even as it is in heaven.

Amen
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	Susan had just accidentally dropped her school workbook on the floor when Justin came running into the classroom after morning break. Justin was not looking where he was going because he was talking to his friend. As he rushed to his desk he stood on Susan’s workbook, leaving his muddy footprint right in the middle of the cover.
Susan was furious. “I’ll get you for that,” she said. And she meant it!
At lunch time Susan slipped back into her classroom when no one was looking. She opened Justin’s desk, found his workbook and ripped the cover and the first few pages.

Later in the afternoon, Justin found his ripped book. Even though no one had seen her, Justin knew that Susan had done it. After school he deliberately bumped into Susan and said, “I’ll make you sorry that you ripped my book.”

So often this is the just way things happen. 
We think, “If you do something bad to me, I’ll get you back.” 
Even countries behave this way on a bigger scale. For them it’s more a matter of, “If you shoot one of our people we’ll bomb your town.” 
Jesus says that we should do things differently.
     Read Matthew 5.39-46 from a children’s Bible

Let’s replay the scene from the classroom and see what would happen if Justin took Jesus’ advice…
Susan had just accidentally dropped her school workbook on the floor when Justin came running into the classroom after morning break. Justin was not looking where he was going because he was talking to his friend. As he rushed to his desk he stood on Susan’s workbook, leaving his muddy footprint right in the middle of the cover.

Susan was furious. “I’ll get you for that,” she said. And she meant it!

Justin stopped and looked at the mess he had made on Susan’s workbook.
“I’m sorry,” he said, “Here, would you like my chocolate muesli bar.”

Susan smiled and said “thanks”.

Love your enemies children’s poster (interactive) from Christart.com
The butter battle book by Dr Seuss takes a similar theme. You can watch an animated version on YouTube 23min 37sec
More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll down for children’s worship bulletin  in MS Word
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	Images for loving your enemies:

· Hen nurses puppy
· Mouse befriends cat
· Dog cuddles cat
· Clown with gifts during the 1981 Springbok Tour protests
Cartoons from reverendfun

· Love your enemies 1
· Love your enemies 2
The Sermon on the Mount in Christian art 

High resolution images by Gustave Dore, Cosimo Rosselli, Fra Anelico, James Tissot and Carol Bloch from christimages.org
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

