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Sunday 23 March 2014
What’s the BIG idea?  3. Reconciliation
Year A - Lent 3 - 21A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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FORTY
DAYS
of LENT





	Exodus 17.1-7 The Israelites in the desert complain to Moses that there is no water. The Lord tells Moses to strike a rock with a stick and, when he does, water flows from it.
Psalm 95 A psalm of praise to the Lord - with a warning against rebellion tacked on the end.
Romans 5.1-11 By faith we have been made acceptable to God. Because of Jesus we live at peace with God, and the Holy Spirit fills our hearts with God’s love. 
John 4.5-42 Jesus meets a Samaritan woman who is drawing water at a well. They have a talk about water and he tells her of about the life-giving sort. As a result she puts her faith in Jesus and so do many other Samaritans. 

Lent and Easter

This Sunday is the third Sunday of Lent and we continue the series “What’s the BIG idea?” following themes that are suggested by the lectionary readings from the epistles.  Here we find some of the central themes of the Christian faith as can be seen in the series outline below. An advertising template for a church flyer is available from the NZ Methodist website. If you wish to follow the gospel readings you will find resources for Year A in the archived copies of “10 minutes” from 2011.

What’s the BIG idea?
9 March
Romans 5.12-19
Grace

16 March 
Romans 4.1-5; 13-17
Faith

23 March
Romans 5.1-11
Reconciliation

30 March
Ephesians 5.8-14
Belonging  

6 April

Romans 8.6-11
Christ in us

13 April
Palm Sunday 

Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29

18 April 
Good Friday

20 April 
Easter Day 

Matthew 28.1-10

You need to be planning ahead for Holy Week which commences on Palm Sunday 13 April. I have already prepared a resource for Good Friday 18 April which is available from the NZ Methodist website. The resources that I have previously prepared for a Tenebrae service (scroll down) are also available and these are particularly suitable for use on Maundy Thursday.



	Introduction / Background
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	Reconciliation
The words reconcile / reconciliation (Greek: katallasso) are used three times in our reading from Romans today. Although the thought is central to Paul’s writings the word appears infrequently. Unlike my example of the twins (below) the idea is of the bringing together of enemies. (I do attempt to unpack this thought in the text following the story of the twins.) The subject is God who is merciful and in Christ he has done everything for this to happen. The object of God’s reconciling work is humankind. In addition to our passage today there are three other major passages that detail the reconciling work of Christ (2 Corinthians 5.18-21; Ephesians 2.11-20 and Colossians 1.19-23).

When used of our relationship with God reconciliation becomes a metaphor for salvation. The word is also used of relationships between people and its mention in the context of a marriage relationship (1 Corinthians 7.11) strikes a chord that has a familiar ring in our contemporary society. 
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages that follows the important reading from John’s gospel, Year A – Lent 3 – 21A (27 March 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Samantha and Anais
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	In the news last month was the amazing story of how Samantha and Anais got back together again. The two 30 year-olds are identical twins, but they were separated at birth. Their story of reconciliation comes about thanks to social media. Samantha is based in Los Angeles and one morning she found a message on her Facebook page from Anais in London. Anias had seen her in a YouTube clip and instantly decided she looked “very really similar” to herself. After a little on-line research Anias discovered that they were both born in Busan, South Korea and that they had both been adopted. 
The women decided to Skype each other. In a three hour on-line conversation they both felt sure that they were identical twins. They had DNA samples taken and tested and this confirmed what they already knew.  
The long-lost sisters met first in London and had ten incredible and “life-changing” days together. They have subsequently met again in the United States and South Korea.

There is something in us that wants to rejoice at the story of Samantha and Anais. They were continents apart yet there was an inner longing that, through the wonders of technology, brought them together. It’s a good news story. And it is a pale shadow of the gospel story. For this too is a story of separation and reconciliation. Reconciliation is our theme today. The idea comes in our reading from Romans where Paul states that through our Lord Jesus Christ we have received reconciliation (Romans 5.11). So we are going to look at the questions of why it is that we need to be reconciled and with whom do we need to be reconciled.
But before we get to that, Paul nicely summarises for us our Lenten themes from the past two weeks:

· In Romans 5.1 he starts by saying that it is by faith that we have been made acceptable to God. Last week, we talked of faith as trusting God and following where we believe God is leading. We cited the examples of Abraham, and of Martin Luther who both left familiar territory and trusted God to lead them.
· In Romans 5.2 Paul says that we have access to God’s grace. Faith is the act on our side of the equation. Grace is the act on God’s side, and it was our theme on the first Sunday of Lent. We began this series by defining grace as God’s favour toward us that we do not and cannot earn or deserve. The theme is elaborated in Romans 5.6-8 where Paul explains that while we were in rebellion against God he loved us to such an extent that he sent Christ to die for us. We spoke a fortnight ago about our responsibility to both receive, and be dispensers of, God’s grace.
Which brings us to today’s theme of reconciliation. For the past two thousand years the church has been rightly consumed with the idea of salvation. While the concept of salvation is at the heart of the gospel and central to the New Testament scriptures, the term is one that has little connection with the twenty-first century western mindset. Most people do not feel like they need saving from anything.  However, when we define salvation in terms of being brought into right relationship with God and with each other it is very relevant. This is exactly what reconciliation is all about.
Be reconciled to God

We all know that we have a pre-disposition to selfishness. This was once seen as a shameful thing but now, if we are to believe advertisers, with their “because I’m worth it” and “it’s all about me” slogans, this is something to celebrate. Yet that same selfishness leaves us at times feeling very uncomfortable. Under God there are better and higher purposes for us than being self-serving. Our obsession with our own wants and needs puts us in a position of being estranged from God. When we desire to rule our own lives, we find ourselves in rebellion against God’s rule. In this sense we are described as enemies in need of reconciliation to God (Romans 5.10). In the stark light of reality, when we are faced with who we are, a holy God seems to be remote and distant. Yet, in a strange way, our selfish need for fulfilment makes us want to seek God. And his love draws us. 
This is where Jesus comes into the picture. Because of God’s love for us, Jesus died for us while we were in a state of rebellion. Now, through him, we are able to be reconciled to God. It is through the mystery of Christ’s sacrifice that we can be brought into right relationship with God. This is the Easter story and the reason that Paul can write, “we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son” (Romans 5.10). What’s more, following on from this reconciliation, his risen life is present with us and enables us to aim for higher ideals. 
Reconciliation with God can be deeply personal. But that is only part of the picture, for there is a community aspect as well. We are also called to…

Be reconciled to one another
Our Christian faith was never meant to involve just a “me and Jesus” relationship. That would be to continue the selfish attitude that that caused us to be estranged from God in the first place. Of course, we want to grow in our relationship with the Lord. But spiritual growth is not an end but a means to be more effective in serving the Lord. 
So our focus is outward. The disciples of Jesus are called to be reconciled with each other and to work towards the reconciliation of all people. This is very practical and has application to our relationships with those with whom we live and work. 
Our love for God comes about at his initiation. He loved us first. But our response is expressed not just in religious feelings, but in the way we show love to other people. In his first letter John puts it quite bluntly, “If we say we love God and don’t love each other, we are liars. We cannot see God. So how can we love God if we don’t love the people we can see.” (1 John 4.20 CEV). In other words we can’t be at enmity towards others and be in a good relationship with God at the same time. Our relationship with God demands that we act in ways that initiate reconciliation with other people and heal broken relationships. Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean that we will always achieve reconciliation. But it does mean that, for our part, our actions will show that we are working toward this goal.


	Illustrations
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Ralph P Martin

1925-2013

(not to be confused with the evangelical Roman Catholic scholar and author who also has the name Ralph Martin)
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Desmond Mpilo Tutu


	Ralph P Martin – Coal miner to Bible scholar
When World War II broke out Ralph Martin was conscripted to work in the Lancashire coal mines. He was just one of thousands of young men, dubbed the “Bevin Boys”, who were conscripted to fill the labour shortage in the mines. For Ralph it was the beginning of a working career that was to end in some of the world’s premier theological colleges. After the war he embarked on a course of theological study that eventually saw him becoming a lecturer in theology at London Theological College 1959-65; visiting Professor at Bethel College, Minnesota 1964-64; lecturer in New Testament at University of Manchester 1965-69 and Professor of New Testament at Fuller Seminary, Pasadina 1969-88.

Ralph Martin published a number of Bible commentaries, primarily on the writings of Paul. When he wrote his book about the theology of Paul - called Reconciliation: A Study of Paul’s Theology, (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1981) - his aim was to find a single theme, the big idea, that encompassed all of Paul’s writing. According to Martin, based on Paul’s own experience of conversion, his work among the churches and his mission in expanding the church, the one chief theme that stands out is that of reconciliation. 

Ralph Martin died in his home in Southport, England last year. 

Desmond Tutu - Reconciliation

“I don’t like to talk about my own personal experience of forgiveness, although some of the things people have tried to do to my family are close to what I’d consider unforgivable. I don’t talk about these things because I have witnessed so many incredible people who, despite experiencing atrocity and tragedy, have come to a point in their lives where they are able to forgive. Take the Craddock Four, for example. The police ambushed their car, killed them in the most gruesome manner, set their car alight. When, at a TRC hearing, the teenage daughter of one of the victims was asked: would you be able to forgive the people who did this to you and your family? She answered, “We would like to forgive, but we would just like to know who to forgive.” How fantastic to see this young girl, still human despite all efforts to dehumanise her.”

Bishop Desmond Tutu speaks of his work as chairman of the South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (from The Forgiveness Project website).


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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KJV = King James Version of the Bible
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	Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter - in order of their release:
· Godspell (1973 – G). A movie adaptation of the Broadway musical which, in turn, was based on a book. Set in New York City, it features parables, mainly from Matthew’s gospel and concludes with the passion of Christ. 
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973 – M). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. Remade in 2000 with Rik Mayall and Glenn Carter – also M.
· Jesus the Movie (1979 – G). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel (in KJV English) which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages.

· Jesus of Montreal (1989 – M). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.) 
· Chocolat (2000 – M). A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolatiere during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism. Nominated for five Academy awards. 
· Pay it Forward (2000 – M) Under the guidance of his unconventional teacher a twelve year-old boy tries to make the world a better place. A film that illustrates the theme of grace. Starring Helen Hunt and Kevin Spacey.
· The Miracle Maker (2000 – PG). An engaging “claymation” animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 

· The Passion of the Christ (2004 – R15). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it an R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.

· Son of God (2008 – PG). Tom Wright acts as a consultant to this three part BBC documentary which draws on historical, scientific and archaeological research and uses computer graphics to recreate the world of Christ. Part homage to Christ and part homage to science. Total running time 150 minutes. 
· La Passione (2010 – M). A film director, down on his luck, reluctantly agrees to run the passion play in a small Tuscan town. An unusual movie, full of anti-heroes, yet strangely poignant in a European sort of way. (Italian with subtitles.)
· Son of God (2014 – yet to be rated) The New Zealand release of this movie is expected shortly. You’ll have to plan a trip to the cinema to see this one. It is a spin-off from an American TV mini-series. The trailer looks impressive. 


	Creativity 
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	Stations
The new e-book Stations for Lent and Easter (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2014) contains descriptions of 49 different stations that can be used in a congregational worship setting through this season. A special electronic reader is not needed.


	Music

AA: Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP: Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1: The Source

S2: The Source 2

S3: The Source 3
S4: The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV: With heart and Voice
WOV: With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
All for love S4 1704

Almighty Father MHB 907; WOV 548; H&P 399
And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 1

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Fancy Noah sailing in the ark  FFS 15
He came singing love WOV 636; AA 59
He’s the Saviour of my soul SIS 106; S2 732

I am a new creation SIS 542; S1 191

In Christ alone S3 1311

In my life, Lord, be glorified SIS 557; CMP 335; S1 230

It is a thing most wonderful MHB 854; H&P 224; CMP 346; S2 801
I will sing the wondrous story MHB 380; WOV 173; H&P 223; CMP 315; S2 821
Jesus comes with all his grace MHB 87; WOV 149; H&P 168

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318, CMP 382; S1 297
Let justice roll down  AA 85
Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

My Lord, what love is this CMP 476; S1 370

O for a closer walk with God MHB 461; WOV 488; CMP 494; S2 903

O God of all grace MHB 66

Saviour, your dying love MHB 579; CMP 586

Therefore being justified SIS 29

This love, this hope, this peace S1 521

What a wonderful change CMP 748; S3 1604

What does our God require?  HIOS 146


	Prayers

	Collect
Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy 

but first he suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 95.1-7  Worship and obey the Lord

Sing joyful songs to the Lord! 
Praise the mighty rock where we are safe. 
Come to worship him 

with thankful hearts 

and songs of praise. 
The Lord is the greatest God, 
king over all other gods. 
He holds the deepest part 

of the earth in his hands, 

and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
The ocean is the Lord's 

because he made it, 

and with his own hands 
he formed the dry land. 
Bow down and worship 

the Lord our Creator! 

The Lord is our God, 

and we are his people, 

the sheep he takes care of 

in his own pasture. 
Listen to God's voice today!

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Benediction

May our Lenten journey
lead us into mercy and compassion.

May we be faithful companions of Jesus, 

who was first to tread the path
of reconciling love. Amen.

© David Poultney (used with permission)


	Communal 

Sharing


	Reconciliation with other denominations
One of the good things that has happened over the past few decades is the breaking down of barriers between Christian denominations. Whereas once other churches were regarded as being in competition with us… or even as enemies, in our own day there is a growing sense of Christian unity. Some of the older folk in the congregation may like to share how their attitudes have changed over the years toward Christian groups that they may have once regarded with suspicion (maybe Catholics or Pentecostals).
During Lent, why not initiate a combined worship service inviting all the local Christian churches of every denominational flavour to participate? If you are part of a local Ministers’ Fellowship this is a good place to raise the idea. It may be that a Sunday evening service, or even a week morning prayer meeting is easier to organise than a service on Sunday morning that would necessitate churches abandoning their own morning worship. Divide the service up so that each church takes a part in its own style.  

	Children
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Edmund
GNT= Good News Translation of the Bible

	Edmund – Forgiven and back with his brother and sisters

How many of you have read the book The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, or seen the movie? 
One of the main characters is Edmund. Edmund is a bit of a mixture. In some ways he is quite likeable - but he also does some mean things.  

In the story his sister Lucy found her way through back of a wardrobe into the wonderful land of Narnia. But when she returned and told her sister and brothers about it nobody believed her. Then on a second occasion Edmund followed her. This time she thought Edmund would back up her story, but this is what the book says…

And now we come to one of the nastiest things in this story. Up to that moment Edmund had been feeling sick, and sulky, and annoyed with Lucy for being right, but he hadn't made up his mind what to do. When Peter suddenly asked him the question he decided all at once to do the meanest and most spiteful thing he could think of. He decided to let Lucy down.  
CS Lewis, The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (London: Collins, 1980) p44
Edmund didn’t want to admit that he’d been wrong and that Lucy’s story was true. So, even though he’d been to Narnia himself, he lied and said there was nothing through the wardrobe.

While he was in Narnia Edmund met the White Witch. She gave him some enchanted Turkish delight to eat. What’s more, Edmund promised to bring his sisters and brother to the Witch’s castle.  He was so influenced by the enchanted Turkish delight that he didn’t realise that the Witch had an evil plan. She intended to kill them all.

Later, when all the children went to Narnia together, Edmund slipped away from the others and headed to the White Witch's castle. He thought that she’d be kind and give him more Turkish delight. But she is furious that he had come alone. That was when Edmund realised how evil she was. 

Fortunately for Edmund, Aslan the great lion sent a party to rescue him. Aslan then brought him back to his brother and sisters. 
Quoting from the book again…
"Here is your brother," he said, "and – there is no need to talk to him about what is past."

Edmund shook hands with each of the others and said to each of them in turn, "I'm sorry," and everyone said "That's all right." And then everyone wanted very hard to say something which would make it quite clear that they were all friends with him again – something ordinary and natural – and of course no one could think of anything in the world to say.
CS Lewis, The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (London: Collins, 1980) p126

I don’t know If I would have found it quite so easy to receive Edmund back after all he had done. But forgiving and being friends again is what being a Christian is all about. Jesus forgives us so that we can be friends with God. The Bible says, “we rejoice because of what God has done through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has now made us God's friends” (Romans 5.11 GNT). Jesus also asks us to forgive one another. 

More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com . 


	PowerPoint
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	In Christian art – The Return of the Prodigal Son
· Rembrandt 

· Tissott
Images for reconciliation
· Hands
· Hug
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

