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Sunday 26 January 2014
Finding faith
Year A – Epiphany 3 – 11A
As Andrew Gamman is currently on leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by David Poultney
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 9.1-4                                                                                                                                                              Isaiah talks about the future king, the Messiah, emerging not from the centre but from the margins, from the far north of Israel, Zebulon, Naphtali, the Galilee. An area with a large non-Jewish population and viewed with some disdain. But it is in this borderland where a new light dawns on those who have lived in darkness. According to biblical scholars the oracle about the coming king in this passage is similar to incantations used during kingship ceremonies in the Ancient Middle East, Titles such as “Wonderful Counsellor” are a conscious echo of titles awarded to monarchs at their coronation. Darkness and light are referred to; they are metaphors for oppression and liberation in the First Testament rather than – as we tend to use them – references to disbelief and belief.
Psalm 27.1,4-9                                                                                                                                          Psalm 27 is a type of psalm described by biblical scholars as an “individual lament.” It is a mix of a plea to God and of praise. Both these elements are present in the selected verses.
1 Corinthians 1.10-18                                                                                                                                                     Following some initial greetings from Paul, 1 Corinthians moves into this passage. It is a heartfelt plea for unity amongst the Christian people in Corinth. They are in danger of surrendering their primary allegiance to Christ to allegiance to a range of factions and teachers.  Paul wants them to understand that they are, together, a household of God rather than a voluntary gathering of individual households. The passage concludes with Paul pointing his hearers to the death of Jesus on the Cross which might be utter folly to the world – and a reproach to the party spirit and factionalism at Corinth – but is the very power and wisdom of God.                                                                     
Matthew 4.12-23                                                                                                                                  In this passage Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee and the place names we hear are a conscious echo of the places mentioned in our reading from Isaiah. This is more clear than in the comparative accounts in the other two synoptic gospels. He gathers followers around him – Simon, Andrew, James and John – calling them from their separate lives to a new shared endeavour. The early days of Jesus’ ministry in the Galilee are described as is his growing reputation.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Epiphany 9 – 11A (23 January 2011)

	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Where do we overlook? Who are those we dismiss or imagine have nothing to offer? Where are Zebulon and Naphtali to us? Sometimes new light, new understanding and new ways can come to us from places and people we might overlook. Think maybe how immeasurably richer our cultural life has become due to encounter with the other through waves of immigrants who enter at the margins of community but whose food and festivals, whose music and art, whose sports people and actors enrich the whole nation.
Consider our calling. In choosing to follow Christ we are moved from a particular place, from identities and loyalties and find ourselves in a new one. What of our culture and background nurtures us and enriches us? What does not? What do we have to leave behind at the lakeshore?
Who do we follow? Like the Church in Corinth we can be divided and there can be tensions between different parts of the church. People of different theologies can sometimes treat each other with suspicion and disdain, sometimes we are divided by contentious issues. It is right that we are passionate and clear about our faith but we need to recognise that we share a common identity in Christ. We owe each other a respectful understanding and to be committed to learning from one another.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	A story about beginning again in hope. From a sermon I preached on this Sunday in 2011.

“One night late in 1945, a British army officer in Germany was trying to get to sleep.  Yet, try as he might, he can’t block out this faint and familiar noise.  It sounded like a train passing by.  This might be a comforting sound but here’s the thing; Germany was in ruins and railway services were sparse at best.  So what was happening?

Curiosity gets the better of him and he goes to find out what’s happening.  Just outside the camp, at the edge of a town ruined by war, he found a group of civilians working by torch light; clearing the rubble and ruins of a factory.  As buckets of debris were passed from one to the other, with typical German politeness, they said “please” and “thank you.”

“Bitte schone, danke schone, bitte schone, danke schone...”

You can see where the train noise was coming from now can’t you?

By torchlight civilians in a broken and ruined land were beginning the work of recovery and rebuilding.  The first tentative steps towards the German economic miracle.

How many people, at the end of 2013, were left needing to rebuild lives and livelihood? How many who are in darkness need a light?”


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Encourage a bit of spiritual biography. Asking people to think about how they came to faith. Maybe find a way to tell your own faith story.

	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	If you are using PowerPoint images of sunrises and of lakesides would be very resonant with the texts. Such a photograph could be used in a short meditation or in a period of silence.
As light is a theme in our first reading use candlelight. Try putting votive candles in a bowl of water in the intercessions. People are invited up to light a candle as symbolic of a hope or prayer.

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
SS  Servant Song


	Hymns & Songs
AA  60         Here is the place.

AA  72         In this familiar place.

AA 127        Take my gifts.

FFS 14.       Faith has set us on a journey.

FFS 22.       Gentle is the way of Jesus.

FFS 25.       God of the Bible.

FFS 67.       We are many we are one.

HIOS 50.     God, who granted faith and vision.

HIOS 116 .  Praise the all-sustaining word.

WOV 455.   Be thou my vision.

WOV 670.   The journey of life.

WOV 671.   Let there be light.

SS 50.         Seek ye first.

	Prayers

	Prayer
God our light, our strong fortress, our truth and our hope.                                                                                  

We praise and thank you,                                                                              

for you are our God and we are your people.                                                                                 Yours not through any virtue of our own, 
but because somewhere our lives have encountered                                                                             yours and we, in our enchantment, have followed you.                                                                  We thank you for this grace, for the stirring of                                                                              faith in us and for the new direction you gift our lives.                                                                         We reflect that commitment is not once and for all, 
that faithfulness to you, deepening relationship                                                                                          with you is a daily choice.                                                             

We acknowledge that our choices are often                                                                  

poor, that there is little connection between our                                                                                                     daily choices and being your people.                                                                          

May we find the strength and courage                                                       

to re-order our lives, for you are Lord and not us.                                                                                             May your word be bread enough for us,                                                       

your vision all the light we need.      

In God’s mercy there is hope enough,                                                    

love enough, strength enough                                                                    

for our every new beginning.                                                                       

Be at peace with God, live in wholeness and                                                                                        integrity all the days of your lives.                                                                     

May it be so with us.  Amen.    

A Prayer on the Theme of the Day
God our greatest good and our finest calling.                                                                                     In you is all our fulfilment, keep us mindful                                                                               of this truth that we may live it always.                                                                               We ask this in the name of Jesus,                                                                

son of God, brother of all people.  Amen

Both prayers by David Poultney.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Points for discussion.
What have we each discovered that has changed our lives? Where has the light dawned for us?
Whatever our personal stories God has called us from our own lakesides to a shared life and witness. What can we do this year to deepen the life and strengthen the witness of our church community.



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

	Resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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