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Study 2:  The Holy Spirit softens our hearts
Welcome

Each person shares their name, and how last weeks “awareness” of God’s presence went.
Ice breaker & getting started
Each person is asked to take a pebble from the bowl and spends some time looking at it and feeling it.  After a while each person completes the thought, “If this pebble could talk…”
Worship

· Soften our hearts, Lord (sung)
Opening prayer

· Spirit of the living God (sung)

Word

Read Acts 9:36-39
· What do we know about Tabitha / Dorcas?  How did people feel about her?
· What do you most admire about Dorcas?  What would you have said at her funeral?

Read Acts 9:40-43
· What do you think brought Peter to Joppa? 
· How do you think he was feeling as he prayed for Dorcas?  And when he asked her to get up (v40)?
· What similarities are there between this story and Luke 8:51-55?

Going deeper

· How does the Holy Spirit soften our hearts?

Take some time to complete the following:
· What would you like people to say about you at your funeral?

Share with the group one or two of these thoughts, if you feel comfortable.

Works 

Be aware!  Be aware of opportunities to act with a soft heart.  
Some Bible passages to ponder this week:
John 11:32-44; Galatians 5:19-26; Colossians 3:12-15
