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Kids Loving Church
(a Mission Resourcing Initiative)

Private Bag 11-903, Ellerslie 1542         409 Great South Road, Penrose, Auckland

Phone (09) 525 4179          Fax (09) 525 4346          Email  esme@missionresourcing.org.nz
Websites:
Preschool and Primary 
· www.mssscrafts.com - free crafts and ideas for over 100 bible stories.  As well as activities for devotions.
· www.sunday-school-fun-zone.com - the site provides material for toddlers and preschool aged children.  While there are some free resources you do need to subscribe to access most of the material.
· www.biblekidsfunzone.com - has material for two separate age groups: 2-3 year olds and 4-5 year olds.  It has quite a lot of free material and subscription to the website gives you access to their lesson themes etc.  It has some lovely bible lesson crafts for younger children.
· www.dltk-bible.com  - a good range of bible lessons (includes the bible story, related crafts, games, colouring pages etc), a range of printable puzzles, colouring pages etc.   
· www.childrensermons.com - over a hundred sermons for children that takes 5 minutes to present and each has a summary and a bible reference.

· www.daniellesplace.com - has a range of activities to choose from that relate to bible stories.  It also has some creative ideas that you may find interesting.  

· www.sundayschoolcrafts.com - a free resource with some creative ideas, various crafts, recipes, activities.
· www.makingfriends.com - has quite a lot of craft ideas etc.  Some of which are free
· www.sermons4kids.com - each sermon has a theme, the object of the sermon, scripture as well as puzzles, songs, games etc.  It also has some wonderful sketches and powerpoints by artist Henry Martin who has made them available for anyone to use.
All ages
· www.cherbearsden.com - has something for all ages including bible studies, stories, pages to colour etc.  

· www.scriptureunion.org.uk - LightLive (see description on the top of page 2)
· www.sundayschoolnetwork.com - most of their resources are free.  They do have a small download fee for some of their material. They have some great devotions, crafts to be linked with lessons etc.  They also indicate the age group they apply to.
· www.ebibleteacher.com - has a range of material available to download.  They also have free MP3 songs available to download.
· www.spiritseasons.com - (see description on page 1)

· www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk  - has a selection of ideas, dramas and resources, some of which are free to download.

· www.teachsundayschool.com  - gives you lesson plans, activities, useful strategies to engage with the children and families.  A subscription is required.

· www.scriptureunion.org.nz - has some free resources.  It is a useful website to visit to see what courses they are running and what material they have available.

· www.christianeducation.org.uk/roots - subscription required

· www.childrensministry.com - has age appropriate activities, games and lessons.  All of which clearly state the age group they are appropriate for – up to 2 years, 3-5 years, 6-9 years, 10-12 years.

· http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/ - Carolyn Brown has really simple ideas to engage children (and adults) in worship. Fabulous for a 5-10 slot in church.

· www.textweek.com - various resources.  They have also been really good in terms of including resources dealing with recent natural disasters.

· www.amysfreeideas.com - a variety of crafts and resources free to download
I have listed below a few youth aged websites that we have been sent to us for those working with youth as well.
Youth
www.youthgroupgames.com.au
www.insight.typepad.co.uk
www.creativeyouthideas.com
www.dlampel.com
www.creativebiblestudy.com
www.padfield.com
www.TheSource4YM.com 

Other websites that you may find useful:

www.max7.org  (one of my favourite sites) They have a great range of programmes, audio and visual resources as well as training resources

www.minstry-to-children.com (A great site for a range of resources including bible lessons with powerpoints, teachers tips, useful form, crafts etc.

www.openclipart.org  (free clipart)

www.wordlive.org.uk  (worship songs, resources etc)

www.pray-as-you-go.org (prayer resources, support) A great resource for our children and youth ministries workers.

www.onevoice.org.nz (this website has some great resources including new songs with the sheet music, lyrics and you can listen to it online.  They also have All Age Songs, complete services, calls to worship etc)

Books you may enjoy:

Amazing Science devotions for Children’s Ministries by Struik Publishing:

(I have found that the boys that are normally difficult to engage really relate to this book and the girls love it too. Each experiment is linked to a Bible scripture and most of the experiments are quick and easy to prepare. – Lisa)
Seasons of the Spirit –  (description by Viv Whimster)
We use 'Seasons of the Spirit' as our core curriculum. However, it is used to dip in and use what seems relevant. It is not rigidly adhered to but is good for ideas and continuity. I have been using the Seasons of the Spirit resource for over a decade and greatly value what it has to offer.
Seasons of the Spirit
A resource for worship, mission and Christian education
Great points about Seasons
· It follows the lectionary

· It links worship with the lesson material and mission/outreach activities

· It provides lesson/study plans for every age group: toddlers, 3-5, 6-8, 9-11, 12-14, 13-18, multi-age and adult.

· Each pack comes with a data-CD so material can be shared

· It incorporates understanding of faith development and learning styles

· Its language is inclusive and it recognises and values different cultures, ethnicities and church practices

· It uses art and comes with several A3 colour posters for each season

· A wide range of clip-art is available on-line or on the Congregational Life data CD

· It offers a range of activities for group times

· Much of the material can be copied

· Each year a CD and book is available with new music

· It links the Scriptures with everyday life

· It gives Scripture background for each week

· It provides comprehensive training outlines and many helpful resources for running a children’s programme

· It comes with extras such as attendance charts, a ‘take home’ booklet with devotions for each week, a short dedication for teachers/leaders for the start of the year, feedback sheets and many helpful one page information/ background sheets.

· There is a website with extensive additional resources and help on the end of an email. 

Things some people find a challenge

· Each age group comes as a year’s pack and costs about $250.  (Our resources of full Congregational Life, plus 3 age groups, cost $980 for the year)

· It can take time to understand how the lesson material is put together – it takes a bit of work.  However, people are available to explain what the resource offers through a training workshop.

· The lesson material focuses on just one of the four lectionary readings

· The music that comes with the resource is not very inspiring, and the quality of earlier recordings was inferior. 

The resource is available for Advent /Christmas/Epiphany, Lent, Pentecost 1 & 2.  It is available at a reduced price if ordered by the beginning of August each year.  It is delivered in two installments – in October and May. 

It is distributed by:

MediaCom Education Inc

PO Box 9483

Marion Square

Wellington 6141

Phone 0800 833 477    Website: www.spiritseasons.com
Light material from Scripture Union (description by Carolyn Sims)
The material can be bought although it is also available online for FREE!!  It is available on the Lightlive websiteLightLive - https://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/ ) you have to register but that is also FREE! *  
We have enjoyed using this resource as we wanted a resource that is cyclic(runs over 3 years) to ensure we had covered all the important parts of the bible and teaching that children need to know.  It comes in different age brackets and has a variety of activities before the story to chose from, then 2 different versions of the story and then a number of follow-up activities to chose from again.  Very easy to use. 

Further information about LightLive online:

LightLive provides Bible-based resources for children’s, youth and all-age ministry. It is a great source for ideas and activities for your children and youth ministries.  It has over 10 000 activities available for you to use – and if they sounds daunting they also have instructional videos to watch so that you make the most of what is on offer!

It is designed so that material can be changed meet the needs of your group / groups.  You can choose to use the LIghtLive syllabus and create your programme in minutes or you can create your own syllabus that meets the needs of your group. 

Carolyn from Flagstaff Union Parish also uses the programmes written by Spreydon Baptist Church that are themed based e.g 
· “What’s so good about you” – helping children gain an understanding about how much God loves them.
· “Mission Impossible” – characters from the bible who have been given what seems like impossible missions from God, but with God’s help all things are possible.
· “The Great Treasure Hunt”
· “Club Med” – Paul’s Journey
· “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” – We are all invited to join God’s kingdom, however there are many pitfalls along the way.
These are great for a themed approach and each one covers a wide variety of stories.  They have also written a few themselves e.g Disciples/10 Commandments / Bible knowledge 66/40. She is happy to share these and can pass them on for the cost of photocopying.  If you have any questions or would like to get a copy of the resources used by Carolyn please email her on: carolyn@churchatflagstaff
Other material used:

· “TREK 2 (Green series) CRE books” by Access Ministries in Melbourne. 
· “Living Stones” Books by Susan Sayers; “Rocks” for the 6yrs to 10yrs and 'Pebbles' for the Preschool to 5 yrs. It is an all-age, all-stage package. It has ideas, outlines, intercessions, mini-dramas etc.  

· Mediacom’s “Children’s Talks” series – it is published 3x a year and follows the lectionary.  It has a varied approach each week – it is modern, relevant and easy to follow.  It is American can be easily changed where necessary.

· “Roots” – is a lectionary based programme for those working with children and you people aged 4 -14 years.  It consists of two bi-monthly magazines that provide a pick and mix of ideas and resources.  There material is available on their website but you do need to subscribe to have access.  Visit their website for more information: www.christianeducation.org.uk/roots
· “E100” – for high school aged youth.  To find out more visit www.e100nz.org.nz 
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