Prayer for Children’s Day 
(1st Sunday in March)
Loving God we give thanks for the gift of children:

The innate joy of holding a baby – a soft dependant parcel of potential;

The charm of toddlers - their immediacy and enthusiasm for now;

The delight of childhood – with its endearing mix of physical and fantasy;

The blossoming of adolescence – the growing awareness of possibility;

Children are both blessing and responsibility, and can be difficult, 

Our love is not always as unconditional as it should be,

We pray that you equip us for our role.

God, we come with confidence knowing Jesus claimed you as a loving parent.

Though divinity is beyond our comprehension, parenting is within our understanding -

We pause to give thanks for our human parents…and our siblings…

Though life is layered with complexity, childhood is within our understanding -

We pause to give thanks for our own childhood…

On this day we particularly remember today’s children - 

We ask that those who care for them may do it well with wisdom and good cheer.

As participants or onlookers keep us mindful that takes a community to raise a child.

Help us know when best to speak and when best to refrain from speaking.

May children thrive with love and joy their constant companions.

We think of particular children and ask your blessing:

Children known to us by family connection…

Children of our neighbourhood…

Children of this church…

Other children whose lives intersect with ours…

Children known to us through news media…

Be they newsworthy for good or ill, we know that neither life nor death 

can separate them from you, and we are your children now and forever.  Amen
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Prayers for Children
Now I lay me down to sleep (traditional, adapted)
Now I lay me down to sleep,

I pray the Lord my soul will keep.

Be with me through the dark of night

and when I wake to morning’s light

Please bless all those who love me dear,

May I to them, show the same care.     Amen
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Children’s Church Blessing  

(Sing after ‘children’s time’ – children move to class at second verse) 

For the Children


For the Congregation

We thank you God for all that’s good,
We thank you God for all that’s good,

Teach us to live the way we should;
Help all to live the way they should;

Bless our teachers and bless us too, 
Bless all teachers and children too,

Help us to learn and honour You;
We pray the world will honour You;

Bless all who worship here today,
Bless all who worship here today,

Be with us now and every day.

Be with us now and every day!

(Tune ‘With One Voice’ 658 – adapted Jamaican folk melody)
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